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Mr. Balzekas has been blessed with a won-

derful family of three children and four grand-
children, all of which will be celebrating his 
birthday this week. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me in honoring Mr. Stanley Balzekas on 
reaching the milestone year of 80, and I wish 
him many future years of happiness and en-
joyment in his personal and professional en-
deavors.
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Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor an individual whose dedication and con-
tributions to the community of Riverside, Cali-
fornia are exceptional. Riverside County has 
been fortunate to have dynamic and dedicated 
community leaders who willingly and unself-
ishly give their time and talent to making their 
communities a better place to live and work. 
Cindy Roth is one of these individuals. 

Cindy currently serves as the President and 
Chief Executive Officer of the Greater River-
side Chambers of Commerce. In this key posi-
tion, Cindy has been instrumental in the devel-
opment of Riverside’s business community. 
She became the first woman to hold this post, 
and her leadership is a testament to her dili-
gence and understanding of business man-
agement in Riverside. 

Additionally, Cindy serves as the President 
of the Southern California Association of 
Chamber of Commerce Executives and is a 
past board member of the Western Associa-
tion of Chamber of Commerce Executives. 

Cindy’s dedication is not only to local busi-
ness, but also to the wider community. She 
serves as part of numerous organizations, in-
cluding the Monday Morning Group of West-
ern Riverside County, the Science and Tech-
nology Education Partnership, the Raincross 
Exchange Club, the Foundation Board of 
Trustees for La Sierra University, and the 
Honorary Commanders of March Field. She 
has received the 1996 Community Service 
Award from the Rotary Club of Arlington, the 
2000 Athena of the Inland Valleys Award, and 
has been honored as the 2003 Woman of the 
Year by Assemblyman John Benoit. 

It is no surprise that she is now honored as 
the 2004 Distinguished Citizen of the Inland 
Empire by the California Inland Empire Coun-
cil, Boy Scouts of America. Cindy’s tireless 
passion for community service has contributed 
immensely to the betterment of the community 
of Riverside. She has been the heart and soul 
of many community organizations and events 
and I am proud to call her a fellow community 
member, American and friend. I know that 
many in our community are grateful for her 
service and salute her as she receives this 
award.
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Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to Bryan Hess, a dedicated man-

ager of Emergency Medical Services at the 
Gunnison Valley Hospital in Colorado. Bryan 
was recently awarded the Rural Healthcare 
Excellence Award by the Colorado Rural 
Health Center for his tireless efforts in the 
Gunnison community. It is my privilege to 
stand before this body of Congress and this 
Nation today to recognize Bryan receiving this 
well-deserved award. 

Bryan began his medical career at the 
young age of sixteen as an Emergency Med-
ical Technician in rural Pennsylvania. He cur-
rently serves as the manager of Emergency 
Medical Services at Gunnison Valley Hospital, 
as well as the Director and Coordinator of the 
local EMS training center. Through his leader-
ship, several new technological innovations 
have been implemented for the services the 
organizations provide. These include the Life 
Pack 12 monitors that give an electrical rep-
resentation of a patient’s heart, and automated 
external defibrillators which aide first respond-
ers in procedures at the scene of an accident. 
One of the most important changes imple-
mented by Bryan is a rigorous training pro-
gram for the Gunnison Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment and local search and rescue teams. The 
hard work and dedication of Bryan and his 
crew has paid off in providing excellent per-
sonal patient care in very stressful situations. 

Mr. Speaker, Bryan Hess is a strong, dedi-
cated individual who devotes his time to help-
ing those in need. His work as a paramedic 
and director of Emergency Medical Services 
has taken him away from friends and family, 
often putting him in harm’s way. It is my honor 
to stand here before this body and recognize 
the efforts of such a selfless and benevolent 
man. Congratulations on your award Bryan, 
and I wish you all the best in your future en-
deavors.
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Ms. HOOLEY of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Roberto Franco, who is step-
ping down as director of the Farmworker 
Housing Development Corporation, FHDC, 
after years of effective service to Oregon’s 
farmworker community. 

FHDC is a non-profit community-based or-
ganization that was founded in 1990 to help 
serve farm workers in Oregon’s Mid-Willam-
ette Valley by developing affordable housing 
for workers and their families. Despite many 
hurdles, under Mr. Franco’s leadership at 
FHDC has been very successful in achieving 
its mission and now provides housing for over 
100 families. The group’s major complex, 
Nuevo Amenecer or ‘‘New Dawn,’’ gives 93 
families who otherwise might not have accept-
able living quarters an opportunity to live in 
clean, decent, and dignified housing. 

But FHDC has done more than put a roof 
over the head of those it serves. Mr. Franco 
led a successful effort to create the Cipriano 
Ferrel Education Center, a multipurpose com-
munity facility that serves the needs of Nuevo 
Amenecer residents and others in the commu-
nity. With the opening of the center last year, 

FHDC has begun offering opportunities for 
self-enhancement to those who wish to get 
ahead. Earlier this year I visited Cipriano 
Ferrel to address a group working to improve 
financial literacy and homeownership opportu-
nities for Oregon’s Latino community. 

Cipriano Ferrel includes a Head Start pro-
gram, child care, and a computer lab that pro-
vides opportunities for both young and old 
alike to learn technology skills that will help 
them get ahead. In addition, Cipriano Ferrel 
provides adult educational programs, including 
literacy and language classes, homeownership 
education, preparation for becoming a U.S. cit-
izen, and a microenterprise program that helps 
people start their own businesses. A recently 
announced grant by Microsoft to upgrade the 
computer lab will provide software and help 
fund an instructor, thus offering even more op-
portunities for Nuevo Amenecer residents and 
members of the community. 

I want to thank Roberto Franco and the 
Farmworker Housing Development Corpora-
tion for their work in offering low-income farm 
workers additional opportunities. Thanks to 
you, hundreds of families truly have experi-
enced a New Dawn.
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Mr. GREEN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, the 
Crime Prevention Foundation of Brown County 
is the first of its kind in the United States. Its 
sole purpose is to provide financial support for 
crime prevention programs in Brown County, 
Wisconsin, and is managed by the Greater 
Green Bay Community Foundation. It will sup-
port programs like DARE, Crimestoppers, 
School Liaison Officers and Teen Court—pro-
grams that keep our children safe. 

This program is completely privately funded, 
and will provide a stable, long-term funding 
source for these programs that face elimi-
nation because of state and local budget cuts. 
The Crime Prevention Foundation of Brown 
County is governed by a Board of Directors 
independent of any political body. The mission 
of the board is simply to support the most ef-
fective crime prevention activities in Brown 
County, Wisconsin. 

This program is an innovative way to help 
continue effective programs that help keep our 
communities and kids out of harms way. I am 
proud to recognize the innovative efforts of the 
Crime Prevention Foundation of Brown Coun-
ty, and wish them great success.
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Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pride that I rise today to recognize the legacy 
of William Moyer from Grand Junction, Colo-
rado. William was a leader of the community 
who left an indelible print on the city of Grand 
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